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Classroom Observation

Observation in a classroom and tell us many things.  They can tell us about the students, the class as a whole, the teacher and the school culture.  This is the observation of a 4th grade classroom in a dual immersion Spanish program at Parkview Elementary School in Chico, CA.  

The physical layout of the classroom is an adequate use of the space and its restraints.  There are 34 4th Grade students.  That is a lot of bodies in one space and the space is designed with different areas of the classroom for different things.  The door is at the right side of the room (meaning the main board (smart board) is on the right hand side when you enter the room) with the only four windows surround the door.  The student desks are arranged in three parallel lines of paired desks, with a walkway after 8 desks back; leaving 3 groups of four at the very back of the room.  To the right of the smart board is the class library, as well as a TV mounted up high in the corner.  Above the class library is the Math wall, where information about Math is posted.  To the left of the smart board is a mini desk with the computer used for the smart board.  Right behind this is the behavior wall, where points are attained or lost for each of the three parallel lines of desks; “three teams.”  In the very left corner is a door that leads directly to the library, allowing for more work space when no one is in the library.  On the left side of the classroom are another white board, as well as the job board and the social studies wall.  In the front left corner of the room are two computers.  In the back left corner is the teachers desk and corner, as well as one more computer backed up to the teacher’s desk.  Along the back wall are 8 computers.  In the back part of the room, in front of the computers is a large table area for art and projects, as well as a science storage area.  On the right back wall are storage cabinets and on these is the word wall.  Next to the cabinets is the sink with a drinking fountain.  Right between the sink and the door is another part of the class library.  Most of the wall space up high is devoted to student work, dividing the different subject matters into different areas. 


One of the most influential interactions I see between the adults in this room (one male teacher and one female student teacher) is the way negative behavior is addressed.  If the behavior is with one student, the adult leans over and whispers something into that child’s ear that results in a change in behavior.  If the behavior is with a few students, they are pulled outside or away from the other children to be spoken to.  When the adults speak they never raise their voice or yell.  They use their words to communicate they are “very angry” or “upset” and even say “I will chose my words carefully” and use this as an example as how to behave when we are upset.  


This interaction is so influential to me because I tend to be a hyper emotional person and I struggle controlling my emotions.  I wonder if I will ever get to a point in my teaching where I will be able to communicate that I am angry without having an angry tone of voice.  I also wonder what it is that they are saying to these students when they whisper in their ear (it is usually a whisper of more than a minute).  I also wonder how this group point system works when there are individual cases of behavioral problems.  Did they use an individual behavior monitoring system in the beginning of the year and phase it out?  Or are these students for the most part so well behaved that a group behavior monitoring system is all that is needed?  

There are numerous instructional materials available within the classroom.  The students have access to all the manipulatives pertaining to each subject matter, but do not access them until called upon.  There are a total of 13 desktop computers (including the teacher’s), but there is a roving laptop bank that is stationed in this classroom.  (I do not know if it’s because they are working on video projects right now, or it’s because these laptops are always in the room).  There are plenty of books in the class library, as well as a door in the front left corner that leads directly to the library.   

This teacher uses a constructivist approach to teaching.  Most lessons he presents as games, or at least activities.  He uses TPR (Total Physical Response) in his teaching and is able to get almost all the children involved with what he is doing.  The student teacher is a little more traditional in her teaching methods, using direct instruction.  However, both use a variety of learning situations.  Students work individually, as a pair, in a small group, or as a whole group at many different moments in the day.  The cooperating teacher is very good at addressing and teaching to all learning styles and making learning fun. This classroom has been a joy to observe in and has inspired me in so many ways.  I have taken away many things I want to apply in my future classroom, especially the behavior monitoring system.          

